WLCI Executive Meeting and Tour
August 17, 2009   8 am
Baggs, Wyoming

The meeting began with introductions of all who attended. Sign in sheets were passed around to record attendance.

Round Robin
Jason Fearneyhough– He has been Director of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture for a few months and is trying to acquaint himself with the position. 

Brian Kelly – Fish and Wildlife has a new director, Sam Hamilton. Brian would like to have him visit the WLCI area.  A shift in workload at the Cheyenne office has prompted the decision to move Dan Blake to Cheyenne to supervise the WLCI activities. This change does not reflect a change in commitment to WLCI. It is believed that Dan’s presence in Cheyenne will move the work being done for WLCI with more efficiency. Mark Bellis will continue to provide support from the Fish and Wildlife Services out of Rock Springs.

Ruth Welch – She was filling in for Don who was unable to attend. She reported that the BLM has also received a new director, Bob Abby.

John Linn – County Commissioners throughout the state are working through the issues involved with wind energy. They are also anticipating a drop in their budgets due to the current economic conditions.
He has been spending his time working on Environmental Assessments (EA) and Environmental Impact Statements (EIS).

Mary Thoman – She has been working with the Coalition of Local Governments and will report to the Area 5 Conference in September. She has also been working on EA’s, and EIS’s.

Linda Leake – She will be filling in for Max Ethridge until a new area director is appointed. She believes the USGS FY2010 budget will be restored to FY2008 levels. Shortfalls in previous budgets have led USGS to reconsider long-term monitoring activities. A report on “Specific Conductance and Dissolved-Solids Characteristics for the Green River and Muddy Creek, Wyoming, Water Years 1999-2008” has been released. This publication may be accessed on their website with the publication # SIR 2009-5168.

Steve Ferrell – He has met with JIO and PAPO. He has also been coordinating with Wyoming Department of Transportation on projects affecting wildlife. He will be meeting with TRW on sage grouse and aquatic invasive species in the coming month. John Emmerich has been working on issues with wind energy and sage grouse. There is little research on how wind energy affects the sage grouse habitat. There is collaboration of multi-state and multi-agencies for protocols to address this concern. John attended the Governor’s Symposium on Wind Energy. The conference addressed many aspects dealing with wind energy.  

Old Business
Science Workshop Budget – Frank D’Erchia reported the fees from the workshop held in May.  The hotel charges were $5,000 for their services.  Rucklehaus Instituted facilitated the conference for $18,000. USGS has the Ruckleshaus report and is reviewing it prior to publication. Publication cost will run approximately $15,000. Frank thanked Wyoming Game and Fish Dept for their contribution to cover part of the costs of the workshop. WLCI partner funding support for printing the workshop report would be appreciated.  Please contact Frank D'Erchia, USGS 303-236-1460 (fderchia@usgs.gov), to coordinate shared funding for this effort.
Partner Outreach Flyer – Suggestions for improvement were using a bullet format for text, clearly showing contact information within text, and larger insert pictures. No further review from the Executive Committee is needed. Suggestions also include providing for a trial run of the flyer and then fine tuning it based on feedback. The Coordination Team will incorporate comments and make copies on higher quality paper for the final product. It was recommended that the flyers be presented to interested parties at the inception of any projects or activities in the WLCI area.
Coordination with Wildlife Heritage Foundation – The Foundation is updating their website and coordinating with WLCI for information and contribution receipt. This update should be ready in October. There is also a complimentary link on the WLCI website to the Wildlife Heritage Foundation site. Management of funds and the opportunity to consolidate and pool donations for cost efficiency will be part of the coordination actions discussed with the Foundation.
RC&D Coordination – The MOU with Western Wyoming Resource Conservation and Development (WWRC & D) is designed to facilitate education and outreach communication and projects. Federal and State agencies cannot participate with this MOU. Funding support from County Commissioners and Conservation Districts could be utilized within the WLCI area.  Alternative cost sharing options should be explored such as per-head fee and hosted events.
Project Ranking Results – Game and Fish was thanked for allowing Gary Butler to contribute his vast knowledge for ranking the projects. Each of the FY2010 projects was reviewed. The budget for FY2010 is unknown at this time. Requests for funding will consider all continuing projects and total requests for FY2010 projects. Notes from the discussion are as follows:
· Sommers/Grindstone Easement – because the dollar amount requested for this project would likely take all of the WLCI resources, a specific dollar amount will be decided after budget is known and how allocation are specified.
· Wildlife Friendly Fencing –need the amount of funding dollars requested and to make sure the fencing goes out for bid.
· Killdeer Wetlands – Add Bureau of Reclamation to partners list. There is still concern about having sufficient water flow in the future if the Million water diversion or other large projects alter flows.
· 6th Rank ties were broken as follows, with consideration given to project readiness: 
· 6A – Boulder Jonah Cheatgrass 
· 6B – Pole Creek Burn 
· 6C – Peterson Conservation Easement 
· 6D – Killdeer Wetlands
· 7th Rank ties were broken as follows, with consideration given to landscape scale:
·  7A – Fish Barrier Removal
· 7B – McCullen Bluff Sill
· Buckhorn 18 Mile well exclosure – Add Big Sandy Working Group to partners list
Team and Committee Reports
Coordination Team - A handout of recent activities for the Coordination Team was given. The Coordination Team will continue to work with the LPDT’s to review their priority areas and update those priorities if needed. Work will continue with the Heritage Foundation for acquiring and applying non-federal dollars. The Coordination Team received a positive response to pursuing a term position for an Administrative Assistant.
Support Subcommittee – A teleconference was held on August 12th, participation was less than desired but will continue as needed. The Support Subcommittee provides a key role in implementing WLCI activities.
Monitoring Team – Monitoring Team members have met and held teleconferences on a regularly scheduled basis. They have completed their Charter and Implementation plan. They are also in the process of collecting monitoring activities for various agencies. If you are aware of any monitoring done by outside agencies please contact Mark Bellis.
STAC – A draft document on the state of WLCI science is in review and STAC plans to have a final document by mid-fall.  A similar review is anticipated every other year in conjunction with the WLCI Science workshop.
USGS Science Team – With the change in funds, USGS is revising plans for long-term monitoring. They are reviewing what is being done and what needs to be achieved. They would like suggestions on how best to accomplish these needs. The annual report is complete. There are no plans for formal distribution. The report is online and can be printed off if a hard copy is desired.
New Business
Logo – The mock up of the new logo incorporating the expanded WLCI area was not yet complete. This was tabled until the next Executive Committee meeting.
Cooperation on WYDOT Stimulus Projects – Steve Ferrell has been working closely with WYDOT. There are 4 projects in the WLCI under TIGER grant monies. They are underpass and fencing projects to connect wildlife corridors. A letter of support for grant monies needs to go to Steven Fry at WGFD by August 30, 2009. A letter will be drafted for Chairman, John Linn’s signature.
Public Concerns
There is concern of allowing projects that do not meet the goals and objectives of WLCI to be reviewed and ranked. Projects that other entities are responsible to fund (e.g., mitigation) should not be evaluated for WLCI funding.


Next Meeting
Pinedale on Oct 21-22. The meeting portion will be in the afternoon of the 21st and tour on the following morning.
Attendees participated in a tour of the projects in the Baggs area with a stop at the Deer Crossing and fence conversion north of Baggs on Hwy 789. 4 Stops to review Aspen treatments at various stages, and a stop at Savery Creek to showcase some of the modifications to fish barriers and stream restoration. Presenters at each stop included WGFD, Forest Service, BLM, Fish and Wildlife Service employees and landowners.
Action Items
· Compose letter in support for TIGER projects – Done
· Coordination with WWRC&D – Renee and Mary Thoman
· Tweek Outreach flyer and prepare for printing – Carolyn and Dan
· Meet with LPDT’s to review priorities – Coordination Team – Nov
· Pursue term position for Administrative Assistant – Renee
· Complete draft document on WLCI science – STAC
· Collect monitoring data – Mark Bellis and Monitoring Team

