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Executive Committee Meeting
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Rock Springs, Wyoming
September 18 & 19 - 2013


WLCI – Executive Committee (EC) members/alternates present:  
· Tyler Abbott, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, alternate
· Cheryl Chatham, U.S. Forest Service
· Kent Connelly, County Commissioners, Alternate
· Steve DeCecco, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Alternate
· Frank D’Erchia, U.S. Geological Survey, Alternate
· John Keck, National Park Service
· Astrid Martinez, NRCS - phone
· Doug Miyamoto, Wyoming Department of Agriculture, Alternate
· Don Simpson, Bureau of Land Management
· Mary Thoman, Sweetwater County Conservation District

WLCI – Coordination Team (CT) members present:
· Pat Anderson, U.S. Geological Survey 
· Erica Cressall, Bureau of Land Management
· Amy Nicholas, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
· Jim Wasseen, Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
· Michele Windsor, Bureau of Land Management

Others present:  
· Pat Aullman, U.S. Representative Cynthia Lummis’ Office
· Zack Bowen, U.S. Geological Survey
· Renee Dana, Bureau of Land Management Retired, Associate Member
· Sandy DaRif, U.S. Senator John Barrasso’s Office
· Dennis Doncaster, Bureau of Land Management
· Dennis Ellis, Anadarko 
· Tom Foertsch, Bureau of Land Management
· Kimberlee Foster, Bureau of Land Management
· Reagen Green, U.S. Senator Mike Enzi’s Office
· Ted Huss, Anadarko
· John Kilpatrick, U.S. Geological Survey
· Mark Kot, County Commissioners
· Carolyn Liedtke, Green River Task Force
· Doug Linn, Bureau of Land Management
· Eric Norelius, Bureau of Land Management
· Karen Pecheny, Sweetwater County Conservation District
· Jim Speck, Bureau of Land Management
· Mark Storzer, Bureau of Land Management
· Genevieve Skora, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
· Clark McCreedy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



September 18, 2013
Meeting was called to order at 12:07 p.m. A welcome by Chairman Don Simpson and introductions were made.  Chairman Simpson reviewed the day’s agenda. 
Congressional Updates
The congressional delegates were invited to provide any updates or comment from their respective offices. 
Sandy DaRif, U.S. Senator John Barrasso’s Office, stated that Senator Barrasso conveyed his appreciation of all the collaboration and involvement between local and federal groups. He continues to support WLCI and its efforts. Several acts are being discussed in Washington, DC, that could affect the WLCI area, including the Grazing Improvement Act, Good Neighbor Forestry Act, and Equal Access to Justice. 

Reagen Green, U.S. Senator Mike Enzi’s Office, conveyed the Senator’s continued support of WLCI and that he too is working on several acts in Washington, DC, that could affect the WLCI area, such as the Sportsmen Act and Restoring Healthy Forests Act. 

Pat Aullman, U.S. Representative Cynthia Lummis’ Office, provided a letter (filed) to Chairman Don Simpson to be read to the executive committee. The representative stated she continues to support WLCI as it continues to lead the way with meaningful dialogue between land managers, land owners, and permittees.  Representative Lummis is a member of the Endangered Species Working Group. 



Coordination Team Updates

Michele Windsor provided a project overview of FY 2013, consisting of a budget breakdown and area map. A breakdown of FY 2013 expenditures per each Local Project Development Team (LPDT) and also by project type was provided in the meeting packet, labeled Handout 1. In addition, Handout 2 showed funding allocations for each project from FY2007 through FY2013. Other details included accomplishments, length of project, and a projects landscape priority for each LPDT. Please provide any additional comments to Michele Windsor on Handout 2, if needed. 

Amy Nicholas provided an update for the Science and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC). A meeting will be occurring in Cheyenne the week of September 23rd to meet with Pat Anderson and Zac Bowen to discuss coordination with the science team. She was happy to report 2 new members have joined from National Park Service, Pam Benjamin, and US Geological Survey, Mike Sweat. 

Shelley Gregory provided an update for the Communication Team (CommT). The CommT has decided to retire some of the existing fact sheets and flyers that exist for WLCI. The trifold, catalog, and factsheet will no longer be used but the WLCI Factsheet will be updated and continue to be used. In place of the previous flyers five Focus Community factsheets will be developed to highlight WLCI’s five focal communities. A template using the sagebrush focal community was provided. Please send any comments to Shelley Gregory, ssgregory@blm.gov, by October 15th. 

Genevieve Skora updated the committee on the status of the new WLCI Website. The new website has been launched and can be accessed at www.wlci.gov . Please send notice of any upcoming events that need to be posted onto the website calendar to the WLCI general mailbox, wlci_wymail@blm.gov. The website calendar will be updated regularly, please visit the site to stay up to date. 

Pat Anderson provided an update on the upcoming business team meeting. The purpose of the business meeting is to prioritize activities by WLCI teams for the next year. These activities will be directed toward the gathering of existing data that provides information on the status and trends relevant to WLCI. It will occur later in October. Final dates will be determined and provided to the EC.A notice will be sent out as to the agenda, specific date, and its location. Information will also be posted on the WCLI website calendar. An invitation to attend the meeting was extended to the EC and to those individuals whom the EC feel would best serve at this meeting as their agency’s liaisons. 


2012 Annual Report

The draft of the 2012 annual report was presented and discussion occurred and edits were noted. Please provide any additional comments to Shelley Gregory, ssgregory@blm.gov, by November 1st.  The final version of each Annual Report will be presented to the EC in the January meeting for final review before publication. 

Tour
A presentation of the Bitter Creek Head Cut project was given by Dennis Doncaster, BLM Hydrologist, and Mary Thoman prior to the tour. Dennis Ellis, Anadarko, provided additional comments.
Tour commenced at 2:15 pm.  The tour group traveled to the Bitter Creek Head Cut project area.  Dennis Doncaster provided an overview of the project and the history of the area. 
Next the tour group travelled to Scots Bottom in Green River, Wyoming, to view the Green River Russian olive and Tamarisk Control Project.  The project progress was discussed by Jim Wasseen, WY Game and Fish, and Alan Wilson, City of Green River Parks and Recreation. 
Meeting and Tour adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
September 19, 2013
Meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. Chairman Simpson greeted participants and reviewed the day’s agenda.  
Executive Committee Roundtable

USFWS - working on substantial candidate conservation agreements, state-wide sage
grouse Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA), with a companion Candidate Conservation Agreement (CCA) for Federal lands. – It is expected to be completed by the end of October.  FWS is also working on a conservation strategy to cover eight species in the five northwestern counties of Wyoming and conversations are underway with FMC to develop a CCAA.

USFS - Implementation on the Ham's Fork Vegetation Project (bark beetle killed timbers) will begin shortly. They are hoping to have a tour in October.  Shoshone
National Forest Plan is currently in the planning process, but will be going to Washington, DC, soon.  The Record of Decision (ROD) is expected in February or March of 2014.  
Thunder Basin National Grassland - in working on a plan amendment for prairie dog management, scoping schedule has been released. Bridger Teton National Forest - decision on wild & scenic river will be made hopefully next week. The WLCI MOU is in the regional offices and will hopefully be passed on within 30 days.  The Forest Service is working on options to sign the MOU electronically.

WDA - Attended the governor's cabinet meeting and also the Sage-grouse Implementation Team meeting. The governor has tasked the department with three initiatives: Mediation – concerning energy; create a standard for reclamation projects; and updating NRCS’s soil survey data for the entire state.  The governor has asked all state agencies to reduce their rules by 33% and those rules that are kept; the wording needs to be reduced by the same amount.
 
Sweetwater CCD - encourage executives to attend a LPDT meeting. Bitter Creek project is still being discussed with Anadarko. Anadarko is looking for an opportunity to contribute $10,000 toward future projects on Bitter Creek.

County Commissioners - Expect to see projects in the Fontenelle fire, Hams Fork watershed, and La Barge creek areas due to fire and flooding. Expects increasing project funding requests from those areas in the future.

BLM - A Record of Decision (ROD) will soon be released on the Lander Resource management plan (RMP) addressing sage grouse (15-20% of sage grouse in Lander plan area). The biggest issue is adaptive management within the plan. The bureau is bracing for an 8% reduction on next fiscal year’s upcoming budget- trying to keep as much money on the ground as possible. An issue that has received some scrutiny is conservation easements and the lack of communication between agencies and holders of the easements about the placement of the easements and planning.  The CT was asked to provide an overview of easements, where, when and why easements should be used. A coordinated effort between agencies is needed for conservation easements.
-Kent Connelly volunteered to determine feasibility of county offices providing conservation easement spatial data.

USGS - easements could be an application for the Integrated Assessment (IA). USGS had a 6% budget cut this year. Hopefully only a 3% cut next fiscal year. Due to budget constraints a couple of projects USGS has been investigating will be cut (Muddy Creek trace elements and cheat grass mapping), and there will not be any new projects. DOI Secretary Jewel has expressed an interest in Landscape Science and was briefed on several USGS examples, including WLCI.  A possible future participation in a WLCI EC meeting or activity is being offered to the DOI. Based on the EC meeting tour in June, USGS will be working with NPS and Park Superintendent Nancy Skinner at Fossil Butte on an elk study and public information products.

NPS - same budget scenario as BLM - each park has their own budget and will affect each park differently. Cuts in staffing (seasonals) and infrastructure have been discussed, which will only hurt the parks in the long run.

WGFD - Budget remains in constraints and lack of foreseeable increase in funding. They will continue to work with WY legislature and to support on-the-ground work.

NRCS – Astrid Martinez gave an update on matters affecting NRCS.
High Desert District – Mark Storzer is currently dealing with more interest in year-round drilling. Renee Dana made the suggestion that WLCI be mentioned in the RMP’s that are currently being worked on with the Rock Springs BLM Field Office. Mark Storzer also mentioned that a Regional Mitigation Strategy was released recently. A copy of the BLM website link was requested to be sent to the EC members. 

Sponsorship Update
The Industry Flyer has been completed and distributed to field managers and partners within the WLCI area. Some companies have shown interest with donating pipe and other materials. The flyer was also sent to the Wyoming Petroleum Association Meeting in August, where 50 copies were distributed. If you would like additional copies of the Industry Flier, please email wlci_wymail@blm.gov.  
MOU
The MOU is currently in the USFS regional offices and is expected to be passed around to the other agencies within the next 30 days.  The Forest Service is exploring options for signing the MOU electronically. 
Review/Approve June Minutes
John Linn’s name will be added to the recognition of associate members in the June Minutes
Motion to Approve June’s Minutes – Motion was made by Mary Thoman, and Seconded by John Keck. The motion passed. 
Coordination Team Activities
Jim Wasseen and Pat Anderson presented on Part 2 of the Conservation Action Plan (CAP). Handout 6 was provided for any comments. The only comment made was to change Seedskadee NWR to Seedskadee in the Sweetwater LPDT section. 
Quarterly accomplishments were provided and it was suggested to continue to provide these at each EC meeting. An events calendar was also provided highlighting upcoming events associated with WLCI. The website calendar (www.wlci.gov) will be the most update calendar for WLCI and is updated immediately upon receipt of an event notification. 
Project Ranking Criteria Review
Discussion occurred concerning the current project ranking criteria and edits were noted. The edits will be made and a draft will be sent to the EC for final comment by October 15th.  

2013 Budget Update
Discussion occurred concerning the 2013 budget. Edits were made to the formatting for the next EC meeting. Erik Norelius presented a spreadsheet on the allocation and obligation of Ruby funds. Comments were made and edits will be applied for the next EC meeting.
NPL Water Quality Development
A presentation was given by Frank D’Erchia, Mike Sweat, and John Kilpatrick on the progress of the NPL water quality development project. 
Public Comment Period
No public asked to speak.
Next EC Meeting
January 22nd and 23rd in Cheyenne at the WY Game and Fish Office – Time TBD, with a video/telephone link to other Game and Fish Offices available.
Meeting Adjourned at 1:05 pm

Action Items
· An invitation with agenda sent out for Business Team meeting
· Comments on the Sagebrush Focal Community Fact Sheet by October 15th to ssgregory@blm.gov
· Comments on Project Ranking Criteria by October 15th to mwindsor@blm.gov
· Comments on 2012 Annual Report by November 1st to ssgregory@blm.gov
· USFWS  discussion on CCAA’s concerning sage-grouse on January’s EC agenda
· Discussion on conservation easements for January’s agenda
· Provide a link to the BLM Regional Mitigation Strategy to EC members
· Logistics of the Science Workshop on the January Agenda
· USGS, FWS, and BLM Provide a budget for January meeting
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