WLCI Local Project Development Team Meetings
NOTES


SUBLETTE – BLM Pinedale Office @ 10:00 am on Thursday, May 15, 2014


· Welcome and Introductions
Jim Wassen (WLCI CT) welcomed participants and explained purpose of the meeting (refer to agenda items). 

· Updates on FY14 Projects
The following project updates were provided at the meeting: 

Wyoming Range Mule Deer Habitat by Rusty Kaiser
Rusty reported there is an EA decision on the project and the appeal period is over.  WLCI funds for this year are being used for cultural surveys. Work is also being done to increase the number of partners on the project.  Other good news includes the WY Wildlife Natural Resource Trust Board approved $500,000 for the project. 

Boulder Jonah Cheat Grass by Julie Kraft
Julie mentioned that cheat grass treatment this year will be an area of about 900 acres near Boulder Lake and will happen in October.  Treatments have been completed on the north side of Boulder Lake and Soda Lake area.  USFS is interested in mapping cheat grass along the Wind River front and at some point may become more of a formal partner since there are areas of national forest lands (along Boulder ridge and Half Moon Lake ridge) that have cheat grass infestations. 

Wyoming Front Aspen Treatment by Greg Reser
Greg said the EA decision for the Wyoming Range Mule Deer Habitat project also covers the aspen treatment project.  West of LaBarge in Miller Creek there is a 680 acre area that will have conifer removal (cut and pile). 

New Fork River Infiltration of Trace Organics by Aida Farag
Aida reported that because of the timing of the funding, project work has been primarily planning.  Field work is planned to begin this field season.  Aida also mentioned there is a restoration workshop June 1-6 in Jackson at Snow King with emphasis on contaminated lands. 

Swift/Sullivan Trumpeter Swan Nest Site Enhancement by_____________ 
It was reported a pond was constructed (completed) and work is progressing on another pond. 

· Presentation of New Projects for FY 2015
The Sublette County LPDT submitted three applications for new or continued projects that require a new application.  The following three presentations were made: 

Analysis of habitat selection by Trumpeter Swans in the Green River Basin range expansion area in southwestern Wyoming by Holly Copeland
This project will help identify what parameters are important for constructing, restoring or enhancing additional wetland habitat or swans.  The information from the project will be used to develop future grant proposals to fund wetland conservation work in the Green River Basin area.  For more information, please refer to the project application. 

Investigating Potential Influence of Natural Gas Drilling Wells on Surface Waters in the New Fork River by Dave Harper
Dave reported there will be three water quality sampling sites selected along the New Fork River near Pinedale. At the three sites, water samples will be taken three times a year to determine the water quality at those sites. For more information, please refer to the project application. 

Pinedale Field Office (PFO) Noxious Weed Management by Julie Kraft
This is an on-going project with the BLM’s PFO to help ensure there are sufficient funds each year to address noxious weed control within the PFO area (new project for WLCI). A majority of the treatment will be done by truck and ATV.  Invasive species that are targeted include: Russian and spotted knapweed, whitetop, leafy spurge and Russian thistle.  For more information, please refer to the project application. 


· Prioritization of FY 2015 Projects
Jim reiterated the prioritization process for the three projects to the LPDT that was determined by the LPDT at the previous meeting. 

LPDT members then voted with the following outcome: 
	First place:        PFO Noxious Weed Management
            Second place:    Analysis of habitat selection by Trumpeter Swans 
            Third place:       New Fork river water quality 
                        

· Nominations for LPDT Awards
Jim explained the LPDT needs to submit the following two awards: 1) nomination of a team member that should be submitted to the WLCI CT by June 1st with a simple explanation why the person was nominate; and 2) nomination of a youth group award also by June 1st with a similar justification. 



· Discussion of tour options for EC summer tour
Jim explained the calendar had the dates and general locations for the EC meeting and that invitations had been sent to the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture to participate. Part of the EC meeting agenda is a field tour.  Field tour ideas to date include starting the tour at Seedskadee, proceeding to the oil/gas field area near LaBarge, visiting sites that will receive vegetative treatments to benefit WY Range mule deer, observing restoration areas within the Fontenelle fire area, then traveling towards Pinedale to visit the Trapper’s Pt. area to look at the overpass/underpass structures that were recently built to significantly prevent mule deer and pronghorn mortality at migration bottlenecks.  Jim also mentioned the CT is open to suggestions on any other potential field tour ideas. 

· Project Reporting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Justin Caudill (WLCI CT) explained that project reports could have better explanations of the project benefits relative to species of concern, etc.  It was also noted that connections to other projects on the landscape should be highlighted.  Improved reporting at all levels may result in maintaining/increasing funding for the overall WLCI program. Justin also mentioned there is a September 15 deadline relating to the fiscal aspect of the project such as how funds have been spent and anticipated financial needs.  The more detailed project report is due by November 1. 

· Set Date/Time for Next Meeting/Tour
Jim suggested August 14th as the next meeting date.  There was some discussion about the meeting time because of a nature walk/plant identification tour that day.  The LPDT decided to meet on August 14 and start the meeting at 2:00 pm.  The meeting agenda may include an update on WLMs, how applied for dollars would be spend, any new project ideas and a possible field tour of the Fontenelle Fire area. 



Calendar

June 4-6 – The Coordination Team will be ranking 2015 conservation projects

July 22 – EC Meeting, Rock Springs/Green River (1/2 day)
July 23 – EC Meeting, Rock Springs/Green River (1/2 day)
July 23 – EC Tour departing Rock Springs/Green River, ending in Pinedale (1/2 day)
July 24 – EC Meeting, Pinedale (1/2 day)
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