WLCI Local Project Development Team Meeting 
NOTES


SWEETWATER – WGFD Green River Office @ 9:00 am on Friday, May 2, 2014


· Welcome and Introductions
Jim Wasseen (WLCI CT) welcomed participants and explained purpose of the meeting (refer to agenda items). 

Meeting attendees are listed on the meeting participant sign-in sheet. 

· Updates on FY 2014 Projects

The following project updates were provided at the meeting: 

Green River Russian Olive and Tamarisk Control by Kevin Spence and Allan Wilson  
Removal of Russian olive and Tamarisk occurred from Seedskadee to I-80, and from the south end of the City of Green River to the inflow of the Flaming Gorge along the Green River in January.  Re-treatment will be scheduled for late this summer/fall.  Some islands downstream of Green River were not treated; these and other non-treated areas will be addressed during the same time frame.  Related to the project, work was completed by local youth groups.  Youth work included willow planting along the Green River; vegetative trend monitoring by a Green River high school class; tree planting that will occur later this year; and providing educational opportunities along the river during the River Festival in August.  Sweetwater County Weed & Pest District continues to be involved with the project as well.  

Bitter Creek Restoration by Mary Thoman, Justin Caudill and Wally Johnson
Mary reported there was a conference call w/Anadarko to move forward to donate land to the County along with a temporary easement for the construction area. The Conservation District (CD) is getting the area surveyed and conducting a cultural survey.  The CD still has $10,000 to finish the survey and cultural survey work.  If the project receives additional funds, the project could be finished this Fall or Spring 2015.  Mary also mentioned that Bitter Creek is on the state’s 303d list for fecal coliform and chlorides.  The CD is working with the state and county to develop the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) limits. 

Justin provided information on the priority of this project and that the CD and the County Commissioners should be thanked for building a more positive working relationship with Anadarko.   Additionally, Justin reported an existing water right will be retained.  

Wally mentioned that the County wants to remove any liability associated with the project prior to taking possession of the property.  Fencing during construction may occur but the County does not want the fence to be permanent. 

Gooseberry Creek restoration project by Nick Walrath (Trout Unlimited) 
Nick reported that a temporary water right was procured that will be used to water vegetation and a high school class will be planting trees on May 14. 


· Presentation of New Projects for FY2015 (or ongoing projects that require a new application).   

The Sweetwater LPDT submitted four applications for new or continued projects that require a new application. The following four presentations were made at the meeting:

People’s Canal Fish Barrier Project by Hillary Walrath (Trout Unlimited)
This is a new project. Hillary explained the project purpose is to rebuild the barrier structure located in lower Henry’s Fork (that drains into Flaming Gorge Reservoir along the southwestern shore) to prevent burbot from moving upstream to compete with the native Colorado cutthroat trout. Hillary mentioned that stream sampling downstream of the current barrier structure had validated presence of burbot.  Sampling above the structure has verified that burbot – at this time – are not above the current structure. 

The design for the barrier structure is expected to be completed by Spring 2014 with construction planned for Spring 2015. 

For more project information, please refer to the project application. 

Little Mountain Aspen Stand Protection by Josh Coursey (Muley Fanatic Foundation)
This is a new project. Josh explained the purpose of the project is to protect stands of aspen on Little Mountain from elk browsing by protecting the aspen with temporary steel jack fences. 

Wally asked about a fence west of Little Mountain in part to determine if the fence was keeping the cows out of the aspens.  The response was elk was responsible for the heavy browsing of aspen in the project area, not cows. 

Mary asked if we could ask oil & gas operators to see if they would be willing to donate used pipe that could be used for the fencing (Eric Decker volunteered to do this). 

For more project information, please refer to the project application. 

Bitter Creek Restoration project – additional information by Anna Senacal (WGFD fisheries biologist) and Wally Johnson 
This is an on-going project that requires a new application. Anna provided information on a grant opportunity that could be used to protect fish species once the current structure in the creek is replaced.  Ideally, the Conservation District would apply for the grant and Anna could provide grant writing assistance if needed. 

Wally also mentioned that if the WLCI does not fund the project, then the County does not want the deed to the 20-acre parcel the project is located on. 

For additional project information, please refer to the project application.  

Vermillion Creek Basin Salt Bush Enhancement by Lacey Anderson (BLM Range Management Specialist)
This is a new project. Lacey explained project objectives that include enhancing vegetation in the Vermillion Creek Basin.  This would be accomplished by a variety of methods including providing periodic growing season rest in cooperation with permittees.  The project includes improved water development infrastructure and the prevention of water use by livestock during certain periods to minimize forage consumption.  

For additional project information, please refer to the project application. 


· Prioritization of FY 2015 Projects
Jim reiterated the process to the LPDT to prioritize the four projects that was determined by the LPDT at the previous meeting (each agency or organization gets one vote to determine first, second, third and fourth priority since there were four projects). 

LPDT members then voted with the following outcome: 
First place (tie): Bitter Creek Restoration
First place (tie): Little Mountain Aspen Stand Protection 
Third place: People’s Canal Fish Barrier project
Fourth place: Vermillion Creek Basin Salt Bush Enhancement

· Nominations for LPDT Awards
Jim explained the LPDT needs to submit two awards: 1) nomination of a team member that should be submitted to the WLCI CT by June 1 with a simple explanation why the person was nominated; and 2) nomination of a youth group award also by June 1 with a similar justification.

· Sweetwater and Sublette LPDT, discussion of tour options for EC summer tour
Jim mentioned the calendar that had the dates and general locations for the EC meeting and that invitations had been sent to the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture. 
Jim mentioned that part of the EC meeting agenda is a field tour.  A tour map will be provided to meeting participants that currently includes the tour starting at Seedskadee, proceeding to the oil/gas fields just outside of LaBarge, visiting sites that improve Wyoming Range mule deer herd habitat, observing restoration areas within the Fontenelle fire area, and moving towards Pinedale to visit the Trapper’s Point area to look at underpass/overpass structures that significantly prevent highway mule deer/pronghorn mortality at migration bottlenecks. Jim also mentioned that the CT is open to suggestions on any other potential field tour sites or ideas. 




· Project Reporting
[bookmark: _GoBack]The CT members explained that project reports could have better explanations of the project benefits relative to species of concern, etc.  It was also noted that connections to other projects on the landscape should be highlighted.  Improved reporting at all levels may result in maintaining/increasing funding for the overall WLCI program. Justin also mentioned there is a September 15 deadline relating to the fiscal aspect of the project such as how funds have been spent and anticipated financial needs.  The more detailed project report is due by November 1. 

· Set Date/Time for Next Meeting/Tour
The next meeting will be on Friday, August 1, 2014, staring at 9:00 am at the WGFD office in Green River.  

Meeting agenda items would include an update on WLMs, how applied for dollars would potentially be spent, and any new project ideas. 


Calendar

June 4-6 – The Coordination Team will be ranking 2015 conservation projects

July 22 – EC Meeting, Rock Springs (1/2 day)
July 23 – EC Meeting, Rock Springs (1/2 day)
July 23 – EC Tour departing Rock Springs, ending in Pinedale (1/2 day)
July 24 – EC Meeting, Pinedale (1/2 day)
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