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Cokeville Meadows
Group
ensures
healthy
fish,
wildlife
refuge sees more
attention during ‘09 populations in southwest Wyoming
WYOMING LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION INITIATIVE

GREEN RIVER — The
Cokeville Meadows National
Wildlife Refuge has seen slightly more attention in 2009 from
various agencies and local community members as a result of
the Comprehensive Conservation Planning that is currently
under way for the refuge.
Located in Lincoln County,
just south of the town of
Cokeville, Cokeville Meadows is
administered from Seedskadee
National Wildlife Refuge.
With the addition of Assistant
Refuge Manager Todd Gallion
to the refuge staff, the refuge
was able to continue some existing projects while implementing
a few more.
Todd Gallion is currently
serving as the point of contact
for Cokeville Meadows NWR
and can be reached at:
Todd_Gallion@fws.gov.
The National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act of
1997 requires that all refuges be
managed in accordance with an
approved Comprehensive Conservation Plan which, when implemented, will achieve refuge
purposes; help fulfill the Refuge
System mission; maintain and,
where appropriate, restore the
ecological integrity of each
refuge and the refuge system;
help achieve the goals of the
Wilderness Preservation System; and meet other mandates.
The CCP will guide management decisions and set forth
goals, objectives, and strategies
to accomplish these tasks. The
service hopes to complete the
CCP for Cokeville Meadows
NWR over the next two years.
For updates on Cokeville
Meadow’s CCP process, visit
the Mountain-Prairie Region
Planning
Web
site
at
http://www.fws.gov/mountainprairie/planning/ccp.htm.

HABITAT AND PROJECTS
In 2009, refuge staff led by
Gene Smith and Ron Swanson
worked for several weeks on the
BQ Dike Restoration Project at
Cokeville.
Approximately 400 acres of
wet meadow habitat on

Cokeville Meadows NWR, and
600 acres of wet meadow habitat on private land were enhanced because of the BQ Dike
restoration project, which included replacing old water control structures with new structures amongst other things. The
new levee also provides increased access for refuge staff.
Since 2004, the refuge staff
has been working with Lincoln
County Weed and Pest to control exotic and invasive plants
on the refuge. This partnership
continued in 2009 and will continue on in 2010. The Lincoln
County Weed and Pest has done
a great job controlling noxious
weeds, such as perennial pepperweed, Canada thistle, and
black henbane in the meadows
and uplands that make up some
of the refuge habitat.
2009 also marked the completion of a new combination office, living quarters, and maintenance building, which is the first
building constructed on the
refuge by USFWS. In spring
2010 this office will be staffed to
better serve the public and make
managing the refuge more convenient.
If you have traveled up Highway 30 heading north toward
Cokeville, you may have noticed
something different at the
Netherly Slough Wildlife Viewing Area. The existing wetland,
which was improved in 2008 is
attracting a variety of waterfowl
and shorebirds. Keep your eyes
open for Canada geese loafing
along the shore as well as shorebirds such as the great blue
heron (Ardea herodias) and
American avocet (Recurvirostra
americana).
The staff at Seedskadee and
Cokeville Meadows would like
to remind people about the
refuge Web site, which we hope
will keep the public informed on
projects, flow releases from the
Fontenelle Dam, road closures,
weather conditions and much
more.
For more information about
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, visit the home page at:
http://www.fws.gov

Co-op offers reliable and
affordable electric services
MOUNTAIN VIEW — As an
electric distribution utility,
Bridger Valley Electric is mainly
concerned with supplying reliable and affordable electric service to all those its serves.
Most of the time of BVEA
crews and other employees is
spent in supporting that
process. Extending BVEA electric facilities as consumers require line extensions to unserved areas makes the service
more and more available in a
state where there are still pretty
remote locations. The whole infrastructure that makes the electric service available so widely
requires much time to maintain,
build, upgrade, etc.
BVEA crews are always busy.
By being on top of maintenance and upgrading issues,
staff lessens the outage time for
all of its members.
Still, in this modern world,
they are continually implementing new technology to deal with
the issues they face. One big improvement in 2009 was the addition and implementation of a
warehouse inventory bar code
system.
It took many employees
many hours to get it set up and
ready to use.
But already it has proved its
worth. At the year-end inventory, which took a minimal
amount of time in comparison
to the past, supplies and materials were counted in a few hours,
and most importantly, with
more accuracy than they have
had in the past. The system will
give staff the ability to keep
tighter control of supplies and
thus save money.
In 2009, the other projects
completed included: Conversion
of the mapping system to ArcFM, addition of several new
large power loads, upgrade of
SCADA system, substation upgrade at Granger, completed design work for the Lyman East
Substation remodel, upgraded
to a new Exchange Server system for e-mail and calendars for
the BVEA office, updated to the
new Rural Utility Service’s Con-

struction Unit, and the Internet
Department had a successful
year due to continued steady
growth.
In December, customers who
were members of the co-op in
1982 were sent Capital Credit
checks for their participation in
the company. The co-op had
positive margins in 1982 and
that check was a refunding of
those margins to the members.
There are not too many businesses that do that these days
and that is why BVEA thinks its
members/consumers need to be
aware of the unique benefits of
doing business as a cooperative.
BVEA operates as a nonprofit
— any “profits” are allocated
and eventually paid back to
those who supplied us with
those dollars in the first place.
At the end of 2009, BVEA
employees were sad to lose
three longtime employees to retirement. Blaine Meeks, who
has been with BVEA since 1968
and most recently as a member
of the Metering Department, retired after 42 years. Meeks was
always a friendly face to BVEA
members and staff will surely
miss his attitude and ability.
Dan Watson, meter department manager, also retired. He
came on in 1974 and has been a
steadfast and hard-working employee for that many years. He
too will be missed. His wisdom
and intelligence are qualities
that are hard to let go of.
Also, Dave Potter Sr. left to
pursue retirement on the ranch
in McKinnon with his family.
Potter was a BVEA serviceman,
who did connects, line locates,
ran the mail, etc. He was a person that could do whatever
needed to be done.
Staff wishes the three of them
well in their pursuit of other
dreams.
In summary, 2009 was a
good year.
BVEA has been able to weather the economic downturn without too much trouble and look
forward to a 2010 that continues
to move the co-op in a forward
direction.

ROCK SPRINGS — The
Wyoming Landscape Conservation Initiative has had several accomplishments during the past
year.
These include expansion of the
WLCI boundaries, setting priorities for the four Local Project Development Teams, hostng a Science Workshop to present scientific findings related to southwest
Wyoming, developing stronger
partnerships with industry and
nongovernmental organizations,
completing 27 conservation projects, and providing funding for
additional projects that are currently in progress.
The WLCI is a long-term, science-based program, announced
in 2007, to assess and enhance
aquatic and terrestrial habitats at
a landscape scale in southwest
Wyoming, while facilitating responsible development through
local collaboration and partnerships.
The essence of the WLCI program is ensuring healthy fish and
wildlife populations across southwestern Wyoming. The current
WLCI boundaries cover all of
Carbon, Lincoln, Sublette, Sweetwater, and Uinta counties, as well
as portions of Fremont County in
the Green River and Great Divide
basins.

LOCALLY-DRIVEN
CONSERVATION
Local Project Development
Teams were created in 2008 to
identify local issues that are important to southwest Wyoming
and cooperatively create projects
to address identified needs for local wildlife, habitat and other resource issues. These teams
gained a greater role in 2009 as
they developed projects for geographic areas and defined priorities for conservation.
Each team includes local biologists, range managers, conservation districts, landowners, county commissioners, and multiple
other interested parties. Project
proposals are heard at quarterly
team meetings.
The four Local Project Development Teams are encouraged to
look beyond traditional administrative boundaries, but they are
organized in Carbon County, Lincoln County, Uinta County, Sublette County and Sweetwater
County.
For example, a project may focus on a watershed that is located
in multiple counties.
“This locally-driven structure
makes sure the WLCI is tapped
in at the ground level to the years
of experience and observation
that are provided by local
landowners and local agency

staff. We are integrating this experience with the scientific information being provided to make a
true difference at the landscape
level,” said Renee Dana, WLCI
coordination team lead.

CONSERVATION PROJECTS
WLCI funding and coordination provided support for more
than 30 on-the-ground projects
on public and private lands in
2009.
Project types include fencing,
wetland creation, prescribed
burns, riparian enhancements,
weed treatments, and river
restoration.
Treatments in 2009 helped
create or protect 1,000 acres of
wetlands/riparian areas, restore 6
miles of stream, enhance or conserve 1,100 acres of uplands, treat
weeds on more than 7,500 acres,
and improve 26 miles of fencing.
Projects should benefit multiple
species, including sage grouse,
trumpeter swans, cutthroat trout,
various warm water fish, various
migratory birds, and big game
species.
Federal funding for projects
and other work is provided by the
Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
U.S. Geological Survey. For every
dollar of WLCI funding, partner
contributions and value in-kind
services generate $5 or more.
In March 2009, the WLCI
signed an agreement with the
Wildlife Heritage Foundation of
Wyoming to allow for outside
contributions to WLCI work.
Visit http://www.wlci.gov/ getinvolved.html for more information.

SCIENCE-BASED APPROACH
One of the most unique features of the WLCI is the application of science to decision-making processes.
In the 2009 field season, the
USGS conducted research on
wildlife responses to energy development and climate change.
Studies involve sage grouse,
songbirds, pygmy rabbits, and
small mammals as well as developing an understanding of habitat treatments at individual sites
and evaluating their effectiveness
in meeting landscape-level conservation goals.
The information gathered may
help clarify which issues are most
problematic for wildlife in areas
with energy development.
On May 12-14, 2009, a WLCI
science workshop was conducted
in Laramie, to discuss new science findings made since the initial science workshop conducted
in May 2007.
Approximately 115 people at-

PLANTING TIME — Local volunteers plant cottonwood trees at Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge on May 2, 2009.
tended the three-day workshop.
The focus of this workshop
was to show how science is being
incorporated into on-the-ground
activity.
Both presentations and poster
sessions were included in the
workshop.
Portions of the presentations
can be accessed through the
WLCI Web site under the meetings tab.

WLCI ORGANIZATION
The WLCI partnership formally includes the BLM, USGS,
FWS, U.S. Forest Service,
Wyoming Department of Agriculture, Wyoming Game and Fish
Department, six county commissions, and nine conservation districts. Other organizations cooperate with the WLCI and provide
support as needed, including the
National Park Service, Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
Bureau of Reclamation, Wyoming
Department of Environmental
Quality, Wyoming State Land
Board, and Jonah Interagency Office.
The WLCI seeks to develop
new partnerships that will provide support through information
sharing, funding, and project development.

In March 2009, the WLCI conducted an event to develop
stronger relationships with industry and NGOs, and the WLCI
continues to seek approaches
that involve all groups and individuals that have a stake in the
southwest Wyoming landscape.
The WLCI Executive Committee elects a chairman and two
vice chairmen who serve oneyear terms. In April 2009, Sublette County Commissioner John
Linn was selected as the chairman.
FWS Wyoming Field Supervisor Brian Kelly and WGFD Director Steve Ferrell were respectively chosen as first vice chairman
and second vice chairman.
The WLCI’s strategic plan
identifies six goals designed to
support wildlife populations, sustainable agriculture, scientific understanding of the area, improved
communication, effective relationships, and information sharing. In addition, fragmented habitats, invasive species, and water
quality and quantity are recognized as three basic priorities for
WLCI work.
More information about this
program, including semi-annual
newsletters, can be found at
www.wlci.gov.

